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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT  Monday,  May  iS,  1938 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "FOOD  AND  DRUG  SEIZURES. "    Pacts  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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During  the  month  of  March,  states  our  Washington  reporter,  the  Federal 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  directed  "widespread  actions"  against  fresh  food, 
canned  food,  and  dried  foods,  found  in  various  stages  of  decomposition. 

"And,"  she  adds,  "a  news  item  like  this  really  means  something,  when  you 
find  that  some  of  the  food,   'found  in  various  stages  of  decomposition, 1  includes 
the  candy  you've  been  buying  in  your  favorite  cafeteria, " 


We  shall  pass  over  a  description  of  what  was  wrong  with  the  candy,  sold 
for  one  penny  apiece,  which  our  correspondent  used  to  top  off  a  meal  in  a  certain 
cafeteria  in  Washington. 


To  continue  with  the  report: 


"Seizures  of  fresh  and  dried  foods  involved  over  S00  sacks  of  potatoes, 
affected  with  internal  rot;  over  500  baskets  of  spinach;  67  hampers  of  chestnuts; 
175  pounds  of  dried  pears;  and  more  than  100,000  pounds  of  dried  prunes. 

"Also  seized  for  violation  of  the  Pure  Food  Law  were  10  barrels  of  moldy 
frozen  strawberries,  2k  barrels  of  sauerkraut,  nearly  13,000  pounds  of  frozen 
eggs;  15  barrels  of  dried  egg  yolk;  200  pounds  of  dressed  turkeys,  more  than 
16,000  pounds  of  raw  fish  roe;  and  more  than  9>000  pounds  of  frozen  shrimp. 

"As  for  candy  —  during  March  Federal  inspectors  seiz  ed  lUo  b  oxes  of  dirty 
candy  and  lUo  pounds  of  candy  fillings,  which  were  contaminated. 

"Other  seizures  included  canned  and  preserved  foods  'too  numerous  to 
mention,'  more  than  2,000  bottles  of  flavors  containing  poisonous  glycols,  and 
h"J2  boxes  of  apples  carrying  excessive  amounts  of  arsenic  and  lead. 

"Many  seizures  of  food  products  were  based  on  economic  cheats.    For  exam- 
ple, canned  peaches,  canned  cherries,  peas,  and  tomatoes,  not  labeled  to  show 
they  were  below  standard.     Six  hundred  sacks  of  potatoes  were  removed  from  the 
market  because  they  were  represented  as  'U.   S.  Grade  No.  1, 1  when  as  a  matter  of 
fact  they  did  not  meet  the  requirements  of  'U.   S.   Grade  No.  1.' 

"Then  there  were,  as  usual,   shortages  in  weight  and  volume  of  such  pro- 
ducts as  olive  oil,  chicken  ravioli,   'hot  sauce,'  peanut  butter,  and  —  buttcre 
More  than  9»000  cartons  of  butter  were  short  in  weight. 
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''Other  'economic  choats'   included  Ul  gallons  of  watered  scallops;  100 
toxes  of  so-called  'butter'  cookies  which  contained  little  or  no  butter;  nine 
gallons  of  a  so-called  'substitute  for  lemon  oil,'  consisting  largely  of  mineral 
oil  and  imitation  flavor;  more  than  lk  hundred  pounds  of  black  pepper,  adulter- 
ated with  pepper  shells;  over  a  hundred  bottles  of  a  'lemon  mixer,'  low  in  lemon 
juice;  3»570  pounds  of  cheese  low  in  butterfat;  nearly  19,000  pounds  of  butter 
containing  loss  than  SO  percent  butterfat,  and  200  cases  of  macaroni,  artificial- 
ly colored  and  made  of  flour  instead  of  semolina,  as  the  label  stated.    Also  -- 
80  cases  of  egg  noodles,  low  in  egg  content,  and  artificially  colored. 

"And  now  we  come  to  the  drugs ,  seized  during  the  month  of  March  because 
they  violated  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.    Drugs  removed  from  the  market  included 
230  bottles  of  milk  of  magnesia  and  6l2  bottles  of  citrate  of  magnesia,  both 
short  volume;  more  than  S00  cans  of  anesthetic  ether,  not  up  to  the  required 
standard;  nearly  20,000  pounds  of  Epsom  salts,  and  Sk  bottles  of  aromatic  spirits 
of  ammonia,  neither  product  up  to  standard. 

"Other  medicinal  articles  seized  were  l60  packages  of  absorbent  cotton  and 
nearly  3»000  packages  of  bandages  which  wore  not  sterile,  although  they  were 
labeled  'sterile'  or  'sterilized,'  and  over  200  boxes  of  a  device  offered  for  the 
prevention  of  cancer . 

"Twenty  preparations  were  seized  because  their  labels  bore  'false  and 
fraudulent'  therapeutic  claims.     These  preparations  included  aspirin,  (labeled 
as  a  treatment  for  lumbago,  rheumatism,  sciatica,  toothache,  and  earache);  and 
various  antiseptics,  massage  creams,  liniments,  salves,  rejuvenating  prepara- 
tions, mentholated  handkerchiefs,  tablets,  herb  tonics,  and  so  on,  and  so  on. 
Of  'false  and  fraudulent'  preparations,  there  seems  to  be  no  end." 

Our  report  states  that  eight  shippers  of  patent  medicines  were  fined  dur- 
ing March.    Among  the  patent  medicines  that  brought  fines  to  their  manufacturers 
were  a  so-called  "goitre  treatment",  and  mineral  water  falsely  labeled  as  a 
treatment  for  Bright 's  disease,  bladder  trouble,  diabetes,  dropsy,  high  blood 
pressure,  gout,  neuritis,  kidney  stones,  rheumatism,  and  psoriasis. 

But  that's  enough  for  today.    By  now  we  all  know  some  of  the  jobs  that 
kept  Federal  Food  and  Drug  inspectors  busy  during  the  month  of  March.    Our  cor- 
respondent says  they  wore  just  as  busy  during  the  month  of  April,  but  she  hasn't 
seen  their  April  report. 
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